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Free School Meals

There has recently been debate in parliament about the lack support available to children during the half-
term holiday. I would like to clarify that Warwickshire County Council’s position is one that we should be
rightly proud. Records show that during the period 26" October — 29" October, School Holiday Support
was given to 1,124 children. I confirm that Warwickshire children will not go hungry over holiday
periods.

Funding for this family support is through the Warwickshire Welfare Scheme which has to date provided
£520,000 of support through the COVID period. Foodbanks within the County have also been supported
by this scheme including goods and support to volunteers. We now intend to increase the WWS fund to
support those children and families who may have relied on free school meals and this wider scheme
reaches many more vulnerable people. Our commitment to this is not just over half term but will extend
through the Christmas period and beyond, as COVID lives with us and causes need.

Please see attached a map ‘Tackling Food Poverty’ which demonstrates that the distribution of support
throughout the County according to demand caused by the Covid 19 pandemic.

School Attendance as of 4*" November 2020

All 246 Warwickshire schools have returned and are open following the half term break.

DfE guidance continues to apply and expects that all pupils and school workforce will attend school on a
full-time basis and during lockdown. Previously disapplied attendance legislation has been reapplied by
the government. A pragmatic approach is being adopted in Warwickshire during the autumn term with
support for families/children who present uncertainty about return.

Attendance rates in Warwickshire schools across both maintained schools and academies have been high
during the first 6 weeks of the autumn term with pupil attendance in Primary schools being slightly higher
than secondary. Overall a very good level of pupil attendance is currently being maintained by schools
and is continuing at a high average rate (90+%).

Laptops for Disadvantaged Children

In addition to tackling food poverty, we have provided help to disadvantaged children during the Covid
period by supplying laptops to 1,036 children plus 150 reconditioned laptops were also distributed.

Warwickshire County Council has worked hard to ensure all disadvantaged pupils have access to the
curriculum and high-quality learning materials via laptops and networks. This was been particularly
important when many schools were closed and pupils had to rely on networked devices to keep up to
speed with their studies.

Covid 19 Update

The number of COVID cases are continuing to rise not only across Stratford on Avon District but across
Warwickshire with some sharp rises in Warwick and North Warwickshire districts, which could have
implications on us all in terms of the overall numbers for Warwickshire, with the potential to move us up
to Tier 2 across the county if these trends continue over the next couple of weeks. As we know,
Coventry, Solihull and Birmingham are all now in Tier 2. (Currently, whole country in Lockdown).



The number of cases therefore reported across the county are now 5379 up from 4550 on 16 October
— an increase of 829 cases over the previous seven days.

The situation regarding the 423 SWFT Hospital Beds has seen an increase of inpatients with 11
confirmed cases of COVID-19 and two patients in ICU.

The cumulative deaths across Stratford District has again sadly increased by one to 170 with the deaths
in care home rising by one to 83 from a cumulative of 1231 ‘all cause deaths’ in the district. The
cumulative total of all COVID-19 deaths in Warwickshire has increased by two to 606 and over the same
period there have been 4309 non COVID-19 related deaths in Warwickshire. Across the county there
has been a total of 212 COVID-19 deaths in care homes settings (an increase of one in the last week)
compared to 1399 ‘all cause deaths’ in care homes over the same period.

There are 46% of SWFT hospital beds occupied by Non-COVID-19 patients, 3% occupied with confirmed
COVID-19 patients and 20% beds occupied with suspected COVID-19 patients and a spare capacity of
31% beds.

The following link leads to a mapping service available on the government website

https://coronavirus-staging.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map

From a Stratford on Avon District perspective recently our rolling rating is based on around 123/100,000
— the county average is now 141/100,000 so let’s keep focused in doing the right things to protect our
communities' safety and avoid a local lockdown.

CllIr Chris Williams
Member for Kineton and Red Horse Division
15.11.2020

District Councillor’'s Report

National Lockdown 2.0: Business Support Grants

Stratford-on-Avon District Council will once again be administering the business support grants offered
to local businesses that have to close during the second lockdown that started on Thursday 5 November.

Businesses that meet the criteria, which are required to close will now be able to receive grants worth
up to £3,000 a month.

Eligibility

To be eligible for the grant, the business would need to have been open as usual and providing in-
person services to customers but has been required to close due to the second national lockdown.

Payments

Payments are triggered by the national decision to close businesses across the District and throughout
England. Eligible businesses must have been closed for the entirety of the lockdown period.

More detailed guidance from the Government is needed before payments can be made, but businesses
required to close due to the new national restrictions will be eligible for the following:

Businesses occupying a premises with a rateable value less than or equal to £15,000 may claim £1,334
per month or £667 per 2 week period of closure.

Businesses occupying a premises with a rateable value between £15,000 up to a value of £50,999 may
claim £2,000 per month or £1,000 per 2 week period of closure.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus-staging.data.gov.uk%2Fdetails%2Finteractive-map&data=04%7C01%7Cchriswilliams%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7Cf56635b1c5c9494c266708d87a8e0283%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637394098645935292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bua9GvyN48VRxpITar7rrPagBqgRMjSRT8d4FfjmqsI%3D&reserved=0

Businesses occupying a premises with a rateable value of exactly £51,000 or above may claim £3,000
per month or £1,500 per 2 week period of closure.

As with other COVID-19 business grants, local grants to closed businesses will be treated as taxable
income.

Eligible businesses will be able to apply online via the Stratford-on-Avon District Council’s website, from
next week: www.stratford.gov.uk

The Leader takes a look at the economic impact of COVID-19 on the District

During the Covid crisis it is clear that Government has been striving to strike a balance between
restricting the spread of the virus and keeping the economy going — and balance is a key word when it
comes to local matters.

Mind you, it is a slightly different balance. We have to remain optimistic that we will get through this,
that we have a strong and resilient area and there are many good things happening in all areas of our
community.

However, there is no shying away from the fact that the pandemic has had a seismic impact on our
economy, and our district has been hit harder than most areas.

The number of people in the district who are claiming benefit has tripled since the outbreak, and — while
there is a lag in the data — we think we are about to hit a surge in unemployment with the end of
furlough.

And when you consider that a couple of months ago if you added together people on self-employed
support scheme and those on furlough it equated to 43 per cent of our working population, which is a
huge number.

As everyone knows we had an extremely low level of benefit claimant’s pre-Covid, and finding people for
available posts was the issue. How things can change.

We are believed to be the fourth worst impacted district in the country and that is down to the
combination of being a major tourism and hospitality region — Stratford alone attracts around three
million visitors a year — and the manufacturing we have on our patch.

We are concentrating on trying to position the economy for the future and ensuring we keep things on
track which will benefit the area in medium term, as well as dealing with the day-to-day.

We have had, for example, a £1.5 million grant from the Coventry and Warwickshire LEP for the River
Corridor Project. We have put £600,000 of section 106 money into that as well and it is now hitting the
design stage. That will enhance the attractiveness of the town for visitors.

We are fortunate in having the Wellesbourne Campus of the University of Warwick which is being
developed and has just attracted Lotus to the area, while the Quinton Rail Technology Centre is under
new ownership and undertaking some very exciting work.

Like everyone, the council has taken a massive hit on income. We estimate that we will be 25 per cent
down on income and it will be one hell of a challenge to balance the books.

It is a question of coping as best we can and I think next year will be a struggle, and I don't see a real
recovery until 2022 continuing into 2023.

Across the board I think people have really pulled out all the stops. Businesses have had to be flexible,
staff have gone the extra mile, and customers have been understanding.

And I would urge everyone to continue their fantastic support of local businesses — it's been tremendous
so far and it will prove invaluable if it continues.


https://sdcportal.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/,DanaInfo=www.stratford.gov.uk,SSL+local-restrictions-support-grant-national-lockdown.cfm

As a council we swung into action very quickly indeed to ensure that grants were issued as quickly as
possible to those who qualified — and the teams inside the council have been magnificent in ensuring the
money reached people, and, having dealt with the early crisis, we are doing everything we can to put
the district on the best footing going forward.

That early work was recognised by a string of messages from businesses who, quite frankly, might not
have made it through the lockdown without the support.

Being a part of the Coventry and Warwickshire LEP is brilliant for us and it has more than proved its
worth over these last eight months. The ability to talk to other authorities and the private sector and to
ensure we have a coherent and joined up approach to recovery will prove to be invaluable.

Its Growth Hub, in particular, has been superb in terms of what it can offer and also the intelligence it
has provided.

I think everyone recognises we are in this for the long haul and that there will be more bumps in the
road, but I am confident that with the assets we have, the actions we have taken and the collective
spirit that our residents and business have shown, that we will emerge in as strong a state as possible.

Green Waste issue

The green waste issue has been put back on the agenda. The charge for green waste was deferred due
to the Covid crisis but will come into effect next May. The charge will be £40.00 although if signed up
early, this will be reduced to £35.00.

Threat of Terrorism

Assistant Commissioner Neil Basu, UK head of Counter Terrorism Policing announced:

The threat level from terrorism has changed from SUBSTANTIAL to SEVERE as a precautionary measure
in response to the events in France and Austria. This threat level moving to SEVERE means it is highly
likely that a terrorist attack could happen in the UK, but I want to stress that the change is not based on
a specific threat.

"However I do urge the public to remain vigilant and to report any suspicious activity to police. Now,
more than ever, we need communities to stand together and reject those who seek to sow division and
hatred between us. We need communities and families to bring to our attention anyone they perceive
may be vulnerable, a danger or escalating towards terrorism. Anyone with information is urged

to contact police by calling 0800 789 321 or by visiting www.gov.uk/ACT. In an emergency or if an
incident is in progress always call 999.

"We have activated the established planning mechanisms across the police service, which will lead to
enhanced protection and preparedness.

“Some of this will be visible and involve additional police officers being deployed to certain places and
locations, which the public can expect to see over the coming days.

“We are also working closely with our local communities — businesses, faith groups and community
groups across the UK to provide reassurance and seek their support and assistance in keeping the UK
safe.

“As I have previously said, our efforts can only succeed where we have the support of the public — it is
communities standing together that defeats terrorism.”

Environmental Health

The impact Covid-19 has been immense on the Food and Safety Team and food inspections have been
secondary to Covid-19 compliance. 2.3 The merging of Environmental Health and Licensing Teams have
enabled additional officers to be integrated into SDC Covid-19 response which has allowed time for food
inspections to recommence, but this is at a slower volume than pre Covid-19. However, it's envisaged
that 30 high priority food inspections will be completed by the end of the year. Inspections of these


https://sdcportal.stratford.gov.uk/,DanaInfo=eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com,SSL+?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2FACT&data=04%7C01%7CMarcus.O%27shea%40met.police.uk%7Cace29122476848e9c6d208d8801d42cc%7Cf3ee2a7e72354d28ab42617c4c17f0c1%7C0%7C0%7C637400210441154855%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eyx%2Br3BNyNvKmqcgUrXduKbRHEXhW1E%2B93ktP4FXIZQ%3D&reserved=0

businesses will be conducted once the Covid-19 restriction have been retracted. 2.5 185 food complaints
have been received and investigated by the Food and Safety Team and three batches of milk samples
have been conducted at dairies within the District. 3 Infectious Disease — Covid-19 3.1. The Covid-19
outbreak plan has been developed with the Warwickshire Health and Wellbeing Board and COVID-19
Health Protection Board. Environmental Health personnel from SDC will play a pivotal role in responding
to the local outbreak plan especially in workplaces and working with our partners at Warwickshire
County Council (WCC) and Public Health England (PHE) to reduce the spread of coronavirus.

NEWS RELEASE: FURTHER COVID-19 BUSINESS SUPPORT GRANTS ANNOUNCED FOR
BUSINESSES ACROSS STRATFORD DISTRICT

Further COVID-19 business support grants announced for businesses across Stratford
District

At the beginning of the second lockdown, Central Government announced a second wave of COVID-19
financial business support for eligible businesses.

Stratford-on Avon-District Council will again be administering the grants for businesses on behalf of
Government across Stratford-on-Avon District, who are affected by the national lockdown restrictions.

Eligible businesses, who pay business rate and have a non-domestic rates account, can now
access the Local Restrictions Business Support Grant Scheme using the online application —
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/local-restrictions-support-grant-national-
lockdown.cfm

Grants will be processed as quickly as possible with business owners asked to ensure all supporting
documents are included with any application.

Government has recommended that the grant funding is used to support those in the non-essential
retail, hospitality, leisure and accommodation sectors.

These grants are available for businesses closed in line with national lockdown until 2 December.

For those businesses not eligible for this grant a further discretionary scheme is currently been worked
up and will be available shortly.

NEWS RELEASE: WARNING: SCAM EMAIL CLAIMING TO REFUND COUNCIL TAX

Warning: Scam email claiming to refund council tax

Officials from Stratford-on-Avon District are warning residents to be on their guard, following reports of
an email scam offering a council tax refund.

The emails appear to have been sent from Stratford-on-Avon District Council, but in fact are a scam,
designed to obtain people’s personal data and bank details.

How to avoid scams

Stop: Take a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or information could keep you
safe.

Challenge: Could it be fake? It's okay to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to
rush or panic you.

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you have fallen for a scam and report it to Action
Fraud.

Advice on how to protect yourself from fraud can be found at Take Five — a national campaign offering
advice that helps prevent fraud: https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/

The District Council has no legal power to suspend the collection of council tax and must collect council
tax, unless or until Central Government change this. We do completely understand the pressure many
households may find themselves under but there are options available to help individual households.
Additional support may be available for families, already in receipt of council tax support and
experiencing financial difficulties, depending on their individual circumstances.

Also most residents pay their council tax over 10 months but they are entitled to extend their council tax
instalments from 10 to 12 months, reducing the monthly payments by paying over a longer period for no
extra charge or by taking their two-month council tax ‘holiday’ now instead of in February and March
next year.

If you do need assistance with your council tax payments please call the District Council on
01789 267575.



https://sdcportal.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/,DanaInfo=www.stratford.gov.uk,SSL+local-restrictions-support-grant-national-lockdown.cfm
https://sdcportal.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/,DanaInfo=www.stratford.gov.uk,SSL+local-restrictions-support-grant-national-lockdown.cfm
https://sdcportal.stratford.gov.uk/,DanaInfo=takefive-stopfraud.org.uk,SSL+

Stratford-on-Avon District Council has received funding of £660,000 from the Government, as part of the
response to the COVID-19 outbreak, to help those residents who receive Local Council Tax Support.

This funding is targeted at benefit recipients classed as ‘working-age’ who qualify for Local Council Tax
Support.

Those residents who are in receipt of Local Council Tax Support, this year, have received a one-off
discount of up to £150, which the District Council has apply directly onto their council tax account,
meaning the total amount of council tax they need to pay will automatically be reduced by up to £150
and adjustments have been made automatically to those accounts that qualify.

If you have any queries regarding this please contact the Benefit Team by email: benefits.sdc@stratford-

dc.gov.uk
To date: The District Council has paid a total of £651,415 to 4,342 cases.
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